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Superintendent Minister’s Letter
Dear friends,

September always seems to arrive carrying a sense of change. After the long, hot and
remarkably dry days of this summer, the seasons begin to turn. The evenings creep in a little
earlier, hopefully the lawns and flowerbeds get some much-needed rain, schools return,
holidays come to an end, diaries suddenly start filling up again, and across the Methodist
Church we begin a new Connexional year.

There is something about September that feels like a threshold. We are not quite ready to let
go of summer, but autumn is beginning to make itself known. There may still be warm days
ahead, but the light is changing, the leaves will soon begin to turn, and life starts to find a
different rhythm.

Perhaps that is not a bad image for the Church.

We live in a time of enormous change. The communities around our churches are changing.
The ways people communicate, build relationships and search for meaning are changing. The
place of Christianity within our society has changed significantly within many of our lifetimes.
Sometimes change can feel exciting; sometimes it can leave us longing for a season that has
passed.

But our calling has never been to preserve a particular season. It is to be faithful in the one in
which God has placed us.

That is why I am particularly excited that, as we begin this new Methodist year, we are also
approaching an important moment in our Circuit's digital evangelism project. After a huge
amount of work behind the scenes, the new websites for our churches are almost ready to
launch.

It would be easy to think of this simply as an exercise in updating websites. But it is about
something much bigger than that. For many people today, the first time they encounter one of
our churches will not be when they walk through the doors on a Sunday morning. It will be on
the screen of a phone.

Someone moves into the area and searches for a church nearby. Someone wonders about
having their child baptised. Someone is lonely and searches for somewhere to meet people.
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Someone is grieving and looking for hope. Someone has not been inside a church for twenty
years but, for whatever reason, finds themselves wondering about God again.

They search. And what do they find?

Our digital evangelism project is about making sure that when people go looking, they can
find us; and, more importantly, that what they find gives them a glimpse of who we really are
and who God is. Not simply buildings, service times and contact details, but living
communities of people seeking to follow Jesus, serve our neighbours and offer places of
welcome and belonging.

Of course, a new website will not do the work of mission for us. Evangelism will always be
about people, relationships, invitation, hospitality and the ways we embody the love of God.
But mission also means being willing to meet people where they are. Wesley famously
declared, “I look upon all the world as my parish.” In 2026, quite a lot of that parish happens
to be online.

So as one season gives way to another, perhaps September invites us to ask what faithfulness
looks like in this season. What might we need to begin? What might we need to do differently?
Where are people searching, and how might we meet them there? What is being asked of me
in it (perhaps to offer to maintain my church’s website page!).

The seasons change. The methods change. The world around us changes. But the good news
we have been entrusted with, and the love of God we are called to share, remain.

Here’s to a new Methodist year, and to discovering together where God might lead us next.

Every blessing,

G

Rev. Craig Gaftney
Superintendent Minister

3Generate: NEC, Birmingham, 2"4-4™ October 2026

We pray for Craig and all the young people and adults from our Circuit who are attending
3Generate from 2" -4 October at the NEC Birmingham this year. May they encounter God
with, and among, friends on this weekend of fellowship and fun.

We pray that those attending 3Generate may tune in to God, learn, pray and respond together,
finding inspiration and encouragement through the Holy Spirit that will be with them
throughout their Journey of a Lifetime.

Amen
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Circuit coach trip to Margate on Saturday 8" August 2026

i

‘*ﬁ

On another beautiful summers day, the Blackheath and Crystal Palace Circuit once again took
to their coaches in number as over 160 people joined our Circuit Beach Trip for 2026, this year
to Margate.

Whether it was playing in the sea, strolling on the promenade, sharing copious amounts of
food on the sand, playing games, telling stories, or even (as some of our more cultured
members did) exploring the David Hockney exhibition at the Turner contemporary, a fun time
was had by all.

It was a wonderful occasion for us to join together as a circuit, spend time with people from
different churches, put faces to names, and make new friends.

We ended our time at the seaside together by sharing in a short act of worship, singing hymns
and sharing bread and wine.

Where will we go next year? Who knows yet! But we would love it if you joined us too!
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Circuit Morning Service Sunday 22" November 2026
11am at Eltham Park Methodist Church

Following the success of the Circuit morning service on 18" January this year, we have taken
on board all the comments made, both positive and negative, and are currently organising
another Circuit service, to take place on Sunday 22" November, 11am at Eltham Park
Methodist Church.

We are in the process of securing a preacher, and further details will be released as soon as
they are available. We are excited to confirm that the Ghanaian Fellowship Choir will once
again be joining us.
The service planning group met in early August and when asked What is our aim for the
November service? Agreed that we wish to offer:

e Fellowship and unity

e Worship that is engaging/energizing and captivating

e Creative worship

e Music that includes contemporary and well as traditional

The service will be followed by a bring and share lunch (finger food encouraged).

Transport will be offered to all the churches that have asked for it to ensure all should be able
to attend as follows:

Coach one (37-seater):
First pick up 9.30am from: Forest Hill Methodist Church, SE23 2DS
Second pick up 9.50am from: Burnt Ash Methodist Church SE12 0QD

Return journey leaving Eltham Park Methodist Church at 1.30pm to Burnt Ash
Methodist Church then Forest Hill Methodist Church.

Coach two (37-seater):
First pick up 9.30am from: Upper Norwood Methodist Church, SE19 1TQ
Second pick up 9.50am Lewisham Methodist Church, SE13 6BT

Return journey leaving Eltham Park Methodist Church at 1.30pm to Lewisham
Methodist Church, then to Upper Norwood Methodist Church.

The service planning group will be meeting again via zoom on Thursday 24" September and
if you would like to get involved, please contact Linda office.bcpc@btinternet.com who will
keep you updated and send the zoom link. It is a big ask of people at Eltham Park to organise
the logistics of this service, and any help setting up the day before, or helping to clear away
on the day would be greatly appreciated. Again, please contact Linda if you are willing to help

in any way. Thank you.
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‘Bring & Share Lunch’
Live music - Gospel Choir
Guest preacher
Transport provided

Blackheathand
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Circuit Youth
Event
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Sunday 20th September, 5pm-6:30pm

At Hither Green Methodist Church

Bring and share food

Ages 8-23 [l Under 12s accompanied
ontact: craig.gaffney@methodist.org.uk




Blackheath & Crystal Palace Circuit

We are delighted to announce that this is up and running once again:
Weekly Thursday Morning zoom Bible Study: Finding 'The Way' together
Bible

STUDY
Join us!

Thursday mornings 10.00am to 11.00am facilitated by Margaret Boreham

The zoom opens at 9.45am with the study beginning at 10am. Conversations are based on a
Bible passage and there will be questions to make us think and rethink. There is an opportunity
and time to share thoughts and questions. Closing remarks are at 11am for those who want just
an hour, but stay open after 11am for anyone keen to chat or continue the conversations
sparked by the Bible Study. You do not have to be a regular attendee and can ‘drop in’ for any
session as suits you. Margaret on mboreham5@gmail.com, 07483 86 86 12

Recurring zoom link:
https://zoom.us/};/98461065032?pwd=NTJFUmJIWHVub;ZwaWVCNzdOMIEvdz09

Circuit Youth Picnic in the Park

In July, the Circuit Youth Event left the confines of Hither Green Methodist Church and went
to the park for a picnic!

In the glorious sunshine we played games, kicked a football around, enjoyed the park, and
shared pizza and other food together. It was a great time for our young people to come together
in one another’s company and share, relax and enjoy time as a bigger group than they may
usually have in their own local churches.

We will be back at Hither Green Methodist church for a more conventional Circuit Youth
Event on September 20™, 5-6:30pm, where we will continue to explore God’s word, worship,
play and eat together.

If you would like to know more about our circuit youth events, please contact Rev. Craig:
craig.gaffney@methodist.org.uk
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Circuit Way Forward Group: Digital Evangelism

The following details were presented by Chris Watkins (Wesley Hall) at the Circuit
meeting in June on behalf of the Way Forward Group:

At the Zoom meeting on 14" May the primary focus had been to discuss progress on the
new church websites. Chris Watkins had been incredibly busy on our behalf talking to
our web designers about the options/mechanisms of the proposed website designs.

The church websites will be built first, with the circuit website, which has additional
requirements, to follow. There will be a degree of branding across the sites, which could
be carried over to other social media platforms in the future. The system has been created
to allow those accessing with a mobile phone to easily view the website as it condenses
data for mobile use. Craig commented that he felt the layout was clean, warm, welcoming
and hospitable, yet professional, and he thanked Chris for the superb work he has done
in moving the project forward.

Chris then presented on screen a mock-up of a proposed layout for church websites,
talking through the various web pages, all of which would contain a standard logo, and
which included ‘About Us’ (the area which needed to be populated with
photos/information etc.); ‘Sunday page’ with a section on the preachers/lectionary for
each week; ‘Our Team’ page’, ‘Calendar’, plus a week-by-week of what’s on.

There is now a need to identify church representatives to gather picture/words to populate
the church sites. Website managers (or a small group interested) will offered training. It
was envisaged that this would be a ‘hands-on’ practical workshop with laptops rather
than a presentation so that people could practice how to upload data etc. Members of the
meeting were encouraged to begin taking landscape photos (with permission) that might
be suitable for the website.

6 August 2026: Update Digital Websites Status Report

Core page development and Content Management System integration is underway,
placeholder content being prepared, and beta sites expected to support training and final
content entry. The Content Management System uses a clear dropdown structure, with
predefined options and tick-box selections to simplify content entry.

One of the main features of the Worship page is the service information section, which
will show the service time, type of service, scripture reading, and a picture and short
biography of the preacher. Most of the service information is already available on the
plan, but leaders of worship are being invited to provide a photograph and a short
biography. Chris Watkins
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Additional notes from the Way Forward Group meeting 6™ August 2026:

The website project is progressing well. Three basic website pages are being prepared for
each church to use as templates for training, namely ‘Home’, ‘Worship’, ‘About Us’. Data
being added at the moment is from existing information which can and should be edited to
fit current requirements.

Ten website addresses have been secured and will be used when the sites go live (but not
yet public). They can subsequently be amended (to existing site name for example) if
required. These Beta sites will have placeholder screens that can be used during training,
when trainees can amend/update as appropriate.

Churches will now be asked, and encouraged, to discuss what sort of tone they wish to set
when shaping the wording for their church on the three web pages outlined above. They
will be provided with templates to aid and encourage this exercise. The amount of data
involved is not large and the primary aim is to decide key words to describe the church
profile, mission etc. This can be amended/added too at a later stage.

Working on the updated templates, website administrators will, during training, be able to
edit existing pages to the new agreed wording. This will all happen before the websites go
public.

A date of Saturday 24™ October 2026 at 2pm has been agreed for the training to take
place at Burnt Ash Methodist Church. There will be lots of support available.

On-going Digital Evangelism: The Circuit and church websites are just the first stage of
the Digital Evangelism project. A ‘digital policy’ will follow with a view to expansion into
other digital platforms.

The Way Forward Group will be meeting next on Tuesday 22" Sept. 2026, 7.30pm via
zoom and welcomes anyone interested in joining the group.

If you are interested in any aspect of this exciting project, please contact Rev. Craig
Gaffney craig.gaffney@methodist.org.uk, or Chris Watkins chris-watkins@sky.com who
would be happy to talk to you; or if you wish to join the Way Forward Group, contact
Linda office.bcpc@btinternet.com for more details of the next meeting (via zoom)

fRONY]EJ o)< ORin
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Safeguarding Report

At the recent Circuit Meeting, Saira Bohan-Croft (Circ. Safeguarding Officer) spoke about
‘The 4 R’s of Safeguarding’:

Recognise If something does not feel, look, or sound right, pay attention.

Respond  Follow the policy guidance and take appropriate action.

Record Write down what caused concern and note whether the situation is an
emergency
Refer Report the concern to the appropriate person, depending on the situation,

such as the church Safeguarding Officer, a minister, or the Pastoral Lead,
or circuit Safeguarding Officer.

If you have any concerns at all about a Safeguarding issue you should not hesitate to contact
any of the following:

e Your church minister

e Your church Safeguarding Officer:

Anerley: Evelyn Richards everichards@yvirginmedia.com

Burnt Ash: Mary Sparkes marysparkes@hotmail.co.uk

Eltham Park: Marion Thompson mariontsonl7@yahoo.co.uk

Forest Hill;: Saira Bohan-Croft 45saira@gmail.com,

Hither Green: Hawawu Eyimah heyimah?2 1 @outlook.com

Lewisham: Edward Nkeitah edward.nketiah@hotmail.com

Sunfields: Joe Koromo manoriverunion54@gmail.com

Upper Norwood: Selina Blay-Yawson sebyaws61@gmail.com

Wesley Hall: Margaret Price map2610@aol.com

Circuit Safeguarding Officer: Saira Bohan-Croft:
45saira@gmail.com, 20 8699 6932,

e The Regional officer for Safeguarding: Claire de Stefano:

destefanoc@methodistchurch.org.uk 07799 900 472 or 020 7467 5101

Visit District Safeguarding Website: Safeguarding (methodistlondon.org.uk)
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Safeguarding is the responsibility of everyone, but there are specific roles within churches
for which safeguarding training is mandatory.

If you hold any of the roles below, you are required to attend Advanced Safeguarding training
every four years:

Church and Circuit Safeguarding Officers and Safeguarding trainers;
Local Preachers; Worship Leaders; Chairs of CIC’s

If you hold any of the roles below, you are required to attend Foundation Safeguarding training
every four years:

Pastoral visitors; anyone working with children or vulnerable adults in the
name of the church; Circuit and church stewards; Circuit trustees
(ie member of the Circuit Meeting)

The Circuit Office holds a comprehensive list of all those who currently hold safeguarding
qualifications and if you wish to know if you are required to attend training, please contact
Linda office.bcpc@btinternet.com for more information.

Our Circuit Safeguarding Officer, Saira Bohan-Croft, has run two training sessions for the
Foundation level safeguarding qualification this year. In May, eleven people completed
training, with a further nineteen in July. Congratulations to all those involved. Saira was
delighted with the level of engagement and enthusiasm from those taking part.

There are still members in the Circuit who need to complete Foundation Safeguarding training,
and two further sessions have been arranged. These are:

Either Saturday 26™ September at Forest Hill Methodist Church 10am-1pm
Or Saturday 24™ October 2026 at Eltham Park Methodist Church, 10am-1pm

There is now also a new option to take the course online via MCBX:
https://discover.mcb.theologyx.com/course/creating-safer-spaces-foundation-module/

Those required to take Advanced Safeguarding will need to do so online via a two-part course,
and several people have already done so this year. Anyone who needs to take this course, or
who feels they would like to upgrade their safeguarding knowledge, should get in touch with
Claire DeStefano (details above) in order to register for the course.

If you are invited to attend a training course, either at Advanced or Foundation level, please
do so; many attendees comment on how useful and informative these courses are.

The Methodist Church is committed to safeguarding as an integral part of its life and
ministry. Safeguarding is about the action the Church takes to promote a safer culture.
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Thriving Under Ss: Spirituality and Faith Formation Event

On Monday, 15 June, I attended the “Thriving Under-5s” online event. It was an ecumenical
space for learning, sharing, and gathering; designed for those already working with under-5s
or considering starting a new initiative for this age group and their caregivers within their
church and community.

Key takeaways from the session:

« Receptive minds: Children under five are like sponges. They are so open-minded,
making them the perfect group with whom to share God’s Word.

o A vital community: Some families shared that Toddler Church serves as their primary
weekly church service.

o Shared faith: Toddler Church offers a practical way for community members to
explore faith and encounter the Lord together.

o Adult engagement: A key question raised was how to navigate the issue of adults
talking and causing distractions during story time.

I left the session feeling deeply encouraged to realize that Eltham Park is already ticking all
the boxes when it comes to running a weekly Toddler Church, including structure, routines,
"moments of God" (prayer) and activities.

Eltham Park has been running its weekly Toddler Church for over 15 years. We currently
welcome an average of 30 children and their carers to each session. Typically, a child attends
Toddler Church for about two years before moving on to nursery.

The majority of those who attend do not come from a Christian or faith background, which
makes their journey remarkable to witness. They progress from knowing nothing about the
Bible or Jesus to learning our two Toddler Church prayers by heart, singing along to the songs,
and retelling certain stories. For many of these children, this is the only church they will ever
know.

Our main challenge in running Toddler Church is finding enough volunteers who are willing
to commit a few hours each week.

If you are interested to find out more or would love to visit us:
Toddler Church at Eltham Park Methodist Church takes place every Wednesday during term
time, from 9:15 amto 11:15 am.

Minelva Ugwonno-Cocks
Toddler Church Team Member
Eltham Park Methodist Church
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“Freely you have received;
Freely give.”

As we celebrate Harvest,
we give thanks for God'’s prowsmn

[

Your Harvest gifts will
help feed local people
in crisis

Please donate:

e tinned food

dried food

long life essentials
sanitary items

n a ieS Lewisham
P Foodbank

Together with Trussell

Every donation helps
Lewisham Foodbank
provide emergency food,

practical support and hope.
Lewisham

e: volunteers@lewisham.foodbank.org.uk b l FOOd ba n k

lewisham.foodbank.org.uk Together with Trussell
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ELTHAM PARK PLEASANT SUNDAY
AFTERNOON ORCHESTRA
Monthly Concerts:

27t September, 25 October and
29" November 2026 at 3.00pm

s e

ELTHAM PARK METHODIST CHURCH
Westmount Road SE9 1XX

© LIGHT CLASSICS ¥ SHOW SELECTIONS
S°FAVOURITE HYMINS 5*POPULAR STANDARDS

ADMISSION FREE (retiring collection)
Refreshments available

Women Emulating Susanna Wesley (WESUW)
Meetings on the fourth Saturday of the month

at Upper Norwood Methodist Church, 11am-1pm;
26™ September; 24" October; 28" November 2026
All are Welcome

Deadline for information for next newsletter: 20" November 2026
Please email details to: office.bcpc@btinternet.com
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HARVEST FESTIVALS AROUND THE CIRCUIT

13" September

10.30am  Lewisham led by Joe Koroma
20" September
l1lam Wesley Hall led by Chris Watkins

(Family and Café worship)
27" September

10.30am  Burnt Ash led by Rev. Craig Gaffney (HC)
10.30am  Eltham Park led by Rev. Charles I[Lunga
l1lam Anerley Local Arrangement (AAW)
Ilam Upper Norwood led by Rev. William Davis
11" October
10.30am  Sunfields led by Rev. Charles [Lunga (HC)
Ilam Forest Hill led by Rev. Craig Gaffney (HC)
25" October

10.30am  Hither Green led by Rev. Craig Gaffney (HC)

6" September 2026
10.30am  Burnt Ash led by Rev. Jane Gaftney
l1lam Forest Hill led by Rev. Craig Gaftney

Covenant Prayer of the Methodist Church
I willingly offer all I have and am to serve you, as and where you choose. Glorious and

blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you are mine and I am yours. May it be so
for ever. Let this covenant now made on earth be fulfilled in heaven. Amen
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Circuit Forthcoming Events

Weekly Thursday morning Bible study via zoom 10-11am

Wed 2™ Sept. Circuit Mission Funds committee meeting at 7.30pm
Lewisham Methodist Church

Tue 15" Sept Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ meeting to include | 7.30pm
‘Remembering Our Call’ communion service
at Sunfields Methodist Church

Thurs 17" Sept Circuit Leadership Team meeting via zoom 7.30pm

Sat. 19' Sept. Synod at Central Hall Westminster, London, SW1H 9NH 10am

Sun. 20™ Sept. Circuit Youth Event at Hither Green Methodist Church Spm

Tue. 22" Sept Way Forward group meeting via zoom 7.30pm

Wed. 23" Sept Circuit Meeting at Lewisham Methodist Church 7.30pm
with zoom option

Thurs. 24" Sept Circuit morning service planning meeting via zoom 7.30pm

Sat. 26 Sept. Foundation Safeguarding training at 10am-1pm
Forest Hill Methodist Church

Fri 2" -Sun 4" Oct. | 3Gen at NEC Birmingham: Young people aged 8-18

Sat. 24" Oct Foundation Safeguarding training at 10am-1pm
Eltham Park Methodist Church

Sat. 24 Oct Website training at Burnt Ash Methodist Church 2pm

Sun. 22" Nov. Circuit Morning Service at Eltham Park Methodist Church | (11am)
Coach 1: picking up from Forest Hill 9.30am
Coach 2: picking up from Upper Norwood 9.30am
Coach I: picking up from Burnt Ash 9.50am
Coach 2: picking up from Lewisham 9.50am
Coaches 1 and 2 depart Eltham Park 1.30pm

2027

Tue. 19% Jan. Circuit Leadership Team meeting 7.30pm
At Burnt Ash Methodist Church

Thur. 4™ Feb. Circuit Meeting venue TBC 7.30pm

Wed. 10" Feb. Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ meeting via zoom | 7.30pm

Thurs. 13" May Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ meeting venue TBC | 7.30pm

Wed. 19" May Circuit Leadership Team meeting 7.30pm
At Burnt Ash Methodist Church

Tue. 15" June Circuit Meeting venue TBC 7.30pm
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